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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

< If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, t)y statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Art Unit: 2833 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ogawa et al in view of Allina et al. 

Ogawa, figs. 1, 2 & 5 show a connector comprising a connector housing b, a 
junction terminal c accommodated in the connector housing to connect a pin terminal 
fitted on a case on a case of an electronic instrument 2, the junction terminal has a 
female contact portion c1, a male contact portion c2 and a bridging portion (not labeled) 
connecting the female and male contact portions. Ogawa does not show the male 
contact portion being arranged such that a first longitudinal line passing an intermediate 
point of the male electrical contact portion aligns with a second longitudinal line passing 
an intermediate point of the female contact portion. Allina, figs. 2-4A show a male 
contact portion 34 being arranged that a first longitudinal line passing an intermediate 
point of the male electrical contact portion aligns with a second longitudinal line passing 
an intermediate point of the female contact portion 24. It would have been obvious to 
one with skill in the art to modify the connector of Ogawa by forming the male contact 
portion with the features as describe above, as taught by Allina in order to provide better 
connection for the junction terminal. 

As to claims 2 & 4, a positioning member e attached to the connector housing b 
as shown in fig. 1 of Ogawa. 
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As to claim 5, the cross section of the male contact portion C2 fits in the through 
hole 28 to position the junction terminal in the housing as show in fig. 1 of Ogawa. 

3. Torikoshi et al, Minoura et al, Natsume, Lazarus, Damsky and Horvath et al are 
cited for electrical connectors with terminals. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Hein D. Vu at 
telephone number (571) 272-2016. 
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